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Nau mai, haere mai!  
Welcome to Marcellin College

Founded by the Marist Brothers, our college is 

a high-achieving school where ākonga, staff, 

and families form a whānau. We are inclusive 

and value every child for who they are and who 

they can be. Nobody is left behind at Marcellin and we 

make sure that the best opportunities are provided for 

every ākonga to seek their personal best and thrive.

Year on year we achieve strong academic results for all 

ākonga and work hard with each individual to ensure 

they achieve their very best. Marcellin ākonga are well 

known in the community and by tertiary organisations 

for having grown the substance to be leaders of the 

future; this leads to many accolades and scholarship 

awards every year for our learners.

Co-curricular opportunities are a high priority for 

our school and ākonga are offered a wider range of 

opportunities to follow and develop new passions 

through; academic areas, the arts, sports and our 

special character.

Every ākonga at Marcellin College is encouraged 

to serve others within our school and the wider 

community. For us, it’s not just about the academics; 

it’s about growing good people in the way of Mary, 

strong in our beliefs and gentle in our actions.

Staff, ākonga and whānau are very proud of being part 

of the Marcellin whānau. I am sure you will see why 

as you read through the prospectus. Thank you for 

taking the time to find out about our high-achieving, 

supportive school.



Marcellin Champagnat was born in Le 

Rosey, St. Etienne in France in 1789. 

As a teenager he wanted to go into 

farming. The Archbishop of Lyons was 

anxious to find more vocations. One day a priest from 

the Seminary was sent to Le Rosey. Having called on 

the Champagnat whānau he inquired if any of the boys 

were interested in the priesthood. Thinking about this 

invitation, Marcellin decided to accept it.

Marcellin had a great devotion to Mary and he was 

delighted to find she had an honoured place in the 

Seminary. Marcellin had a group of friends in the 

Seminary who shared similar ideals and goals in life. 

Their main idea was to found an Order of priests who 

were to devote themselves particularly to missionary 

work and to the education of youth. In Marcellin’s mind, 

another idea was dawning: “It’s not only an Order of 

priests we need, but also a group of Brothers, who can 

be devoted exclusively to the teaching of youth.”

“To make Jesus Christ known and loved” is the 

brothers’ mission. Marcellin taught his disciples to love 

and respect children, and to give special attention to 

the poor, the most ungrateful and the most neglected, 

especially orphans.

Elements of Marist Spirituality:

•	 God’s Presence and Love

•	 Trust in God

•	 Love of Jesus and His Gospel

•	 In Mary’s Way

•	 Whānau Spirit

•	 A Spirituality of Simplicity

Upon these are built the Marist Pillars (our school values).

The History of St Marcellin



Marcellin College is a Catholic school with a 

Champagnat Marist Charism. This means 

that at all times we follow and live the 

Gospel values as taught by:

•	 Jesus Christ

•	 The Traditions of the Catholic Church

•	 And the Champagnat Marist Pillars and elements 

of Champagnat Marist Spirituality

The Special Character of Marcellin College is shown 

in the words and actions of each member of our kura. 

Ākonga are taught to follow ‘Mary’s Yes’ and accept 

God’s call for their lives and to care for one another. 

We are called to treat each member of our kura with 

respect as brothers and sisters in Christ. We are there 

for each other and present in listening to each other 

and helping one another. We are called to live simple 

lives of prayer, action and compassion. We are called to 

give of ourselves wholeheartedly in everything we do. 

Ākonga at Marcellin College will be nurtured in faith 

experiences such as:

•	 Full School Masses – Four each year

•	 Full-school Liturgies – Ash Wednesday, Holy 

Thursday and Advent

•	 Year Level Retreats 

•	 Class Masses – Every Thursday lunchtime in the 

Chapel

•	 Whānau Chapel Services

•	 Prayer sessions in Religious Education Classes

Ākonga can also choose to participate in the 

Sacramental Programme and receive the Sacraments 

of Baptism, First Eucharist and Confirmation. There are 

also opportunities for ākonga to learn how to be Altar 

Servers and Eucharistic Ministers so that they can 

serve our kura and their own Parish Communities. 

Marcellin College also participates in the annual 

Diocesan Pompallier Shield Competition and networks 

with other Catholic Secondary Kura.

Caring for each other as Mary, 

“our good mother”, would do.

Being available to others without 

expecting anything in return.

Being responsible.

Special Character & School Values

Relating to each other as 

members of a loving whānau.

Being straightforward, transparent 

and honest in all we do.



Marcellin College is a ‘High Achieving’ 

school. We provide a Christ-centered, 

whānau environment with a wide range 

of learning experiences that nurtures 

the gifts and talents of every ākonga, yet stretches 

them to achieve their personal excellence. 

Our responsive and inclusive curriculum covers the 

eight learning areas of the New Zealand Curriculum, 

and with the support of our quality kaiako / teachers 

and kaimahi / staff, provides ākonga with innovative 

opportunities to ‘Rapu i te Pai’ / ‘Seek the Best’.

ALL YEAR 7 AND 8 
ĀKONGA WILL STUDY: 

•	 Religious Education

•	 English

•	 Health and  

Physical Education

•	 Mathematics

•	 Science

•	 Social Sciences

•	 Creative Arts – Art,  

Dance, Drama

•	 Languages – Te Reo Māori 

(compulsory taster)

•	 Technology – Digital, 

Hospitality

ALL YEAR 9 ĀKONGA 
WILL STUDY: 

•	 Religious Education

•	 English

•	 Health and  

Physical Education

•	 Mathematics

•	 Science

•	 Social Sciences

•	 Commerce –  

Business Studies

•	 Creative Arts – Art, Dance, 

Drama, Music

•	 Languages – Te Reo Māori

•	 Technology – Creative 

Design, Digital

ALL YEAR 10 ĀKONGA 
WILL STUDY: 

•	 Religious Education

•	 English

•	 Health and  

Physical Education

•	 Mathematics

•	 Science

•	 Social Sciences

Ākonga will also choose TWO 

options (two per semester) 

from:

•	 Commerce –  

Business Studies

•	 Creative Arts – Art, Dance, 

Drama, Music

•	 Technology – Digital, 

Hospitality and Material 

Industries

ALL YEAR 11 ĀKONGA 
WILL STUDY: 

•	 Religious Education

•	 English

•	 Mathematics

Ākonga will also choose THREE 

other available options

ALL YEAR 12 ĀKONGA 
WILL STUDY: 

•	 Religious Education

Ākonga will also choose FOUR 

other available options

ALL YEAR 13 ĀKONGA 
WILL STUDY: 

•	 Religious Education

Ākonga will also choose FOUR 

other available options

Subjects at Marcellin College



CREATIVE ARTS

Marcellin College offers Dance, Drama, Music and 

Visual Art at Years 7, 8, 9 and 10, and at NCEA Levels 1, 2 

& 3, including scholarship.

The creative arts promote inclusion, artistic expression 

and allow ākonga to explore and develop their God-

given talents. The learning experiences in these subject 

areas enhance the wellbeing of ākonga and help them 

to develop transferable skills such as collaboration, 

communication and creative thinking.

Ākonga of the Creative Arts gain invaluable experience 

in both curricular and extra-curricular areas. There 

are a number of opportunities throughout the year, 

including the annual Year 7-10 Performing Arts show, 

the biannual school production, the senior Dance 

showcase, drama shows, music performance evenings, 

and art exhibitions.

There are also opportunities for ākonga at Marcellin 

College to participate in various activities such as:

•	 YouDance

•	 Stand Up Stand Out

•	 Wallace Secondary School Art competition

•	 The Big Sing

•	 KBB Music Festival 

MUSIC

Free itinerant lessons are offered in voice, guitar, piano 

and drums, with experienced tutors during school time 

for Years 9-13 ākonga.

The Music department is fully involved in liturgies, 

prize giving ceremonies, and ākonga are encouraged 

to participate in a range of ensembles including the 

school choir.

CULTURAL

At Marcellin College we celebrate all cultures that 

make up our community, through taking part in 

language weeks held for Māori, Tongan, Samoan, 

Filipino, Cook Islands and Indian. We celebrate through 

our masses, cultural displays, cultural attire, cuisine, 

and performances where our ākonga can express 

themselves and share their cultural heritage with their 

peers.

The College also participates in the secondary schools’ 

cultural festival Polyfest with great pride. Participation 

is encouraged as it enables ākonga to gain confidence 

and be immersed in Wairua o te Whānau – Family Spirit.

Prefects proudly lead their whānau groups in the 

college inter-house Haka competition. 

Creative Arts & Culture



Our Vision is to provide excellent sport 

opportunities which develop a great 

culture of sport participation underpinned 

by Saint Marcellin Champagnat’s Values. 

Our ākonga engage in the different sports 

programmes that are offered at Marcellin College. 

Whether your children are wanting to participate 

in a social group, or if they are wanting a sport to 

compete against Auckland’s best, they will have 

the opportunity to do so at Marcellin College. 

With a wide variety of summer and winter codes, 

Marcellin College has a lot to offer. We have a state-

of-the-art gymnasium which is used for Basketball, 

Volleyball, Turbo Touch, Badminton and Netball. 

There are open fields overlooking Monte Cecilia 

Park and court spaces to cover all outdoor sports. 

We have a functional weights room attached to 

the gymnasium. Ākonga train in this space during 

break times, before and after school. Our staff are 

also able to give them guidance and link them to 

programmes that will help them to progress toward 

their goals.

At Marcellin we run a number of internal sports 

competitions during lunch times and after school. 

We also have big day taster events, Junior Swimming 

Sports Days and a full school Athletics Day. There 

is also an opportunity for our ākonga to attend local 

tournament days as well as national tournaments. We 

take pride in the culture that we create through our 

sports teams. Our ākonga have positive experiences 

and are able to develop on and off the field. 

SPORTS THAT ARE OFFERED:

TERM 1-4:

•	 Athletics

•	 Kilikiti

•	 Lawn Bowls

•	 Softball

•	 Swimming

•	 Tag Football

•	 Touch

•	 Volleyball

•	 Waka Ama

•	 Turbo Touch

•	 Rugby 7s

TERM 2 & 3:

•	 Table Tennis

•	 Rugby Union

•	 Netball

•	 Basketball

•	 Cross 

Country

•	 Badminton 

•	 Football

•	 Hockey

•	 Ki O Rahi

•	 Quick Rip

•	 Rugby League

•	 UNISS, 

League 

NationalSport at Marcellin



The vision of the Marcellin College Service 

Programme is to develop a love for service 

amongst staff and ākonga at Marcellin 

College as we encounter the person of Christ 

in others. To follow in Mary and Marcellin’s imitation 

of the loving service of Jesus. To empower all to reach 

a deeper understanding of loving service as a natural 

response to our relationship with the person of Jesus 

Christ and the human need for love, respect, care and 

belonging.

Marcellin College’s Service Group is called La Valla. La 

Valla organises our service and fundraising initiatives 

and works closely with St Vincent de Paul and Caritas.

There are a range of service opportunities at different 

levels and we are constantly seeking new ways for  

staff and ākonga to participate in and develop a love  

of service.

The list below shows some of the possible ways ākonga 

can serve others during their time at Marcellin College. 

It is not prescriptive and ākonga can choose any other 

means of service appropriate to their interests and 

what is practicable.

 
 
 

OUR SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
JUNIORS YEAR 7-10 INCLUDE:

•	 Support for teachers and other ākonga within the 

classroom

•	 Teacher assistance in the grounds

•	 Mini Vinnies

•	 La Valla kaitiaki leaders

•	 An opportunity to support the singing in Mass and 

Cantor leadership

OUR SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
SENIORS YEAR 11-13 INCLUDE:

•	 Primary feeder school mentoring of ākonga

•	 St Therese mentoring

•	 Running retreats for primaries

•	 Involvement in performing arts with primaries

•	 Support for liturgies and prayer in primaries

•	 Service in Year 7-10 classes to support teachers

Ākonga and staff are encouraged to serve in ways 

that are both manageable and meaningful for them. 

Ākonga have agency and choice in terms of their 

service activities. As the aim is to develop a love of 

service, the record of service is simply for reflection 

and celebration of what they have done rather than any 

kind of requirement.

Service Programme at  
Marcellin College



The pastoral care system at Marcellin College 

is aligned with Ngā Ākoranga Pāpori Katorika 

(Catholic Social Teaching), in particular, Te 

Mana o te Tangata (Human Dignity). With 

each ākonga being made in God’s image our pastoral 

care aims to respect and uphold the dignity of every 

ākonga in every encounter.

Alongside this, we are also a Positive Behaviour for 

Learning (PB4L) school, where relationships are at 

the centre of all interactions and a restorative (rather 

than punitive) approach is used for any conflict or 

behavioural issues. We use restorative practices to 

remind ākonga that Jesus calls us to love one another 

and to be brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 Our name for PB4L is ‘Marcellin Spirit’. We link this 

closely to the daily living of our Marist Pillars. Marcellin 

Spirit lessons are taught throughout the year, focusing 

on expected behaviours within each pillar. Ākonga 

are rewarded with whānau points for demonstrating 

expected behaviours, which can then be exchanged for 

various items throughout the year.

During their time at Marcellin, ākonga will belong to 

one of four whānau: Aubert, Benedict, MacKillop, or 

Pompallier.

Ākonga will be supported by both a Kaitiaki (guardian), 

as well as a Kaiārahi (mentor) each year. Throughout 

the year there are various whānau competitions 

(singing, chants, haka, athletics, swimming etc.) with 

the Marcellin College Whānau Shield being awarded to 

the winning whānau at the end of each year.

Marcellin College is an inclusive kura, with ākonga 

having access to additional support via our Āwhina 

Ako (Learning Support) where our SENCO (Special 

Education Needs Coordinator), LSC (Learning Support 

Coordinator) and teacher aides can be found. Next to 

Āwhina Ako is a room called Whakaaro where ākonga 

are afforded time and space to reflect and are able to 

kōrero with our Learning Mentor before returning to 

class to engage in learning.

Our Guidance Counsellors offer a safe and supportive 

space for ākonga, walking with them through 

challenges and successes that ākonga face. Rooted in 

our Marcellin values and Marist Pillars, our guidance 

counsellors nurture the wellbeing and growth of every 

ākonga.

Our School Nurse provides professional care and 

advice to support the health and wellbeing of all 

ākonga, helping them to engage fully in school life.

Pastoral Care
Poipoia te kākano kia puawai –  
nurture the seed and it will blossom.

International Ākonga

Marcellin College welcomes enrolment 

enquiries from International Ākonga and 

our programme is popular with the staff 

and ākonga who come to our College. 

Our programme provides ākonga with:

•	 Classroom experiences with  

Marcellin College ākonga

•	 Language rich lessons

•	 And experiences of New Zealand life and  

visits to local places of interests

We understand that it can be difficult to be a long way 

from home and we offer a supportive, friendly caring 

environment in which all are made to feel part of the 

Marcellin whānau. Our Assistant Principal responsible 

for community and special character, our Homestay 

Coordinator and our Kaitiaki provide care and support 

for our international ākonga, ensuring that they feel at 

home in our College from the moment they arrive.

There is a ‘buddy system’ in which all international 

ākonga are paired up with a ākonga of a similar age 

who becomes their friend. This buddy takes them to 

classes, introduces them to other ākonga, assists them 

in lessons, spends lunchtime with them, encourages 

them to participate in co-curricular activities and 

ensures that their experience at Marcellin College is 

fun, interesting, informative and memorable. We are 

often delighted to learn that buddies often keep in 

touch with the international ākonga for some time after 

they have returned home.



Enrolment at Marcellin College is primarily for 

ākonga in Year 7 and 9. Placements are available 

for other year levels.

Consistent with the special character of 

the College, preference is given to whānau 

connected with the Catholic Church and 

in accordance with the revised guidelines 

approved by the Catholic Bishops of New 

Zealand in 2003. Marcellin College does not 

have zoning restrictions. 

Please visit the Enrolments section of the 

website for instructions and more information. 

The enrolment form is available online via our 

website or a hard copy is available from our 

main office. 

Applications must be completed and submitted 

to the enrolment officer. 

Notification will be sent to parents via email. 

How to Enrol



617 Mount Albert Road, Royal Oak, Auckland 1052

PO BOX 24-126, Royal Oak, 1345

Email: office@marcellin.school.nz 

Phone: +64 9 625 6509

www.marcellin.school.nz


